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received 

date entered 

- -- 

1. Name 
historic Wake l sland 

and or common 

2. Location 
-- -- -- 

street & number 
- -- not for publication 

city, town vicinity of 

state Pacific Ocean code -- county code -- 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status 

district 2 public occupied 
- building(s) - private unoccupied 
- structure - both work in progress 
2 site Public Acquisition Accessible 
- object - in process yes: restricted 

- being considered . .  yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
- agriculture - museum 

commercial park 
educational - private residence 
entertainment religious 

- government scientific 
industrial - transportation 
militarv other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name United States Air Force 

street & number 

citv, town H ic kam Air Force Base 2 vicinity of Honolulu state Hawaii 96853 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. 15th Air Base Wing 

street & number Pacific Air Force 
-- -- -- -- 

citv. town Hickam Air Force Base state Hawaii 96853 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title None --- 
has this property been determined eligible? . yes -3- no - - -- - -- - 

date -- 
- federal state -- county local _ __ _- -- ..____ _ . .- . - 

depository for survey records 
- - -- - - --f- - - 

', 
city, town state 

_ _ _  - _  ---_ __-______-_- _ - _ - . -  .- 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent -- deteriorated - - .  unaltered X .  original site 

- good 3 ruins -x altered _- moved date _ .  . - --- - 

X fair __ unexposed 
- - - - . - - - - - - - - - -. - . - - - - -- - -- - -- - - - - - -. . - -- - - -. - - -. - - - . - - - - .. - - - - - -. - - - - - -. - 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Wakel Is land i s  a cora l  atol l  comprised o f  t h r e e  is lands closely su r rounded  b y  a 
ree f .  T h e  is lands fo rm a V; Wake, t h e  la rges t  is land, forms t h e  apex o f  t h e  
V, whi le Peale and Wilkes is lands a r e  t h e  t i ps .  T h e  sides o f  t h e  V a re  about  
f i v e  miles in length; t h e  c i rcumference i s  twelve miles; and tota l  land area 
amounts t o  2,600 acres. T h e  is lands are  re la t i ve ly  f l a t ,  t h e  h ighes t  elevat ion 
above sea level i s  21 feet .  Coconut palms a r e  n o t  na t ive  t o  Wake; t h e  land, 
where it has n o t  been cleared, i s  covered w i t h  th ick ,  s c r u b b y  vegetat ion. No 
sources o f  f r e s h  water ex i s t  except  ra inwater .  Wake is  subject  t o  f ie rce  
typhoons, and  permanent s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  designed t o  w i ths tand such storms. 
Good roads connect t h e  t h r e e  islands, a causeway, b u i l t  b y  Seabees in 1946, 
leading f rom Wake t o  Wilkes (in 1941, naval  boats f e r r i e d  between t h e  two), and  
a steel and p lank  b r i d g e  jo in ing  Wake and Peale. Paral lel ing t h i s  b r i d g e  a re  
t h e  r u i n s  o f  a Japanese-built causeway. 

Wake Is land 

Wake Is land p rope r  i s  t h e  center  o f  operat ions today .  Detachment 4, F i f teenth  
A i r  Base Wing operates t h e  a i r f i e l d  and i t s  commanding o f f i ce r  i s  t h e  is land 
commander. A cont rac tor  employs about  400 civi l ians, most ly  Fil ipinos, t o  
p r o v i d e  s u p p o r t  act iv i t ies.  T h e  10,000-foot r u n w a y  l ies east and west a long t h e  
southern  f l a n k  o f  t h e  is land, on  t h e  same al ignment as t h e  sho r te r  1941 
runway .  Admin is t ra t i ve  of f ices a re  in a large, modern terminal  building. 
Serv ice and maintenance shops ex tend  n o r t h  f rom t h e  east end  o f  t h e  runway .  
Beyond these i s  a huge  water  catchment t h a t  collects ra inwater .  Paral lel ing t h e  
eastern shore i s  a la rge  hous ing  complex, now mostly abandoned. Another  
hous ing  area, f o r  c iv i l ians and  v i s i t o rs  and complete w i t h  mess and  recreat ion 
facil i t ies, i s  a t  t h e  no r thwes t  end  o f  Wake, o n  t h e  s i te  o f  t h e  p re -war  
cont rac tor 's  camp, Camp Two. Petroleum storage fac i l i t ies s tand a t  t h e  
southwest  end  o f  t h e  island, where an entrance channel and  small boat  h a r b o r  
have been dredged between it and  Wilkes. T h e  entrance channel o r i g ina l l y  led 
i n t o  t h e  lagoon but i s  now closed o f f  by t h e  causeway jo in ing Wake and Wilkes. 

Post-war developments, such as t h e  r u n w a y  and  hous ing  developments, have 
eliminated evidence o f  t h e  Japanese occupation, 1941 -1 945, f rom p a r t s  o f  t h e  
is land. Yet, much remains: t h e  admi ra l ty  command pos t  near  t h e  b r i d g e  t o  
Peale, more t h a n  t w e n t y  concrete p i l lboxes on t h e  ocean beaches, f o u r  
semicircular bombproof blockhouses, an unusual  rock-wal led a i r c r a f t  revetment,  
an an t i a i r c ra f t  g u n  b a t t e r y  (no weapons), ammunition magazines, several 
bombproof s torage bui ld ings,  and t h e  r u i n s  o f  t h e  Japanese power p lan t .  A long 
t h e  beach on e i ther  s ide o f  the east end o f  t h e  r u n w a y  a re  la rge  complexes o f  
collapsed wood and  ea r th  bunke rs .  In t h i s  r u b b l e  a re  an 8- inch gun 
emplacement and p a r t s  o f  a coastal searchl ight .  

I. Al though  an atoll, Wake is  o f f i c ia l l y  called an is land, in t h e  s ingu lar  form. 
T h e  o r i g ins  o f  t h i s  usage seem t o  b e  t h e  p re -war  U.S. Navy 's  des i re  t o  
d i s t i ngu i sh  Wake f rom o the r  atolls, most o f  wh ich  were Japanese t e r r i t o r y .  



8. Significance 

Period 
_ -  prehistoric 

1400-1 499 
_ 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1699 
- 170CL1799 

1800-1899 
-3 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic _ _ conservation 

- agriculture _ _ -  economics 
_-  architecture - _  education 

_ art engineering 
commerce - - exploration/settlement 

_ communications industry 
invention 

... _ landscape architecture religion 

. - .  law science 
. literature - . .  sculpture 

X. military - - social1 
--- music humanitarian 
- -  philosophy theater 

politics!government transportation 
-- other (specify) 

- -- - - .  - - - - -  -- -- - - 

Specific dates 194 1- 1945 Builder Architect 
- -- - -- -- - - -- - - --- - 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

T h e  success o f  t h e  U.S. Marines in d r i v i n g  o f f  t h e  f i r s t  Japanese invasion 
at tempt a t  Wake, j u s t  t h r e e  days  a f t e r  t h e  Japanese des t royed most o f  t h e  
bat t leships o f  t h e  Pacif ic Fleet a t  Peprl Harbor ,  was o f  t h e  utmost  importance t o  
t h e  morale o f  t h e  American people. T h e  apocryphal  message f rom t h e  Mar ine 
commander, "Send us  more Japs,I1 became t h e  r a l l y i n g  c r y  o f  t h e  nat ion a t  a 
t ime o f  d a r k  despair .  When Wake fe l l  t o  t h e  Japanese j u s t  be fore  Christmas 
Eve, 1941, nat ional sent iment t o  g e t  on  w i t h  t h e  war  rose t o  a new p i t ch .  
"Remember Wake" became almost as popu lar  a pa t r i o t i c  slogan as "Remember 
Pearl Harbor . "  Also s ign i f i can t  i s  t h e  fac t  t h a t  t h e  Marines'  success against  
t h e  f i r s t  Japanese a t tack  was t h e  o n l y  t ime in t h e  Pacif ic War t h a t  coastal g u n s  
d r o v e  o f f  an amphibious landing.  

T h e  capture  o f  Wake was impor tan t  t o  Japan f o r  t h i s  removed a t h r e a t  t o  i t s  
l ine  o f  defense f rom T o k y o  t o  t h e  Marshall Is lands and it was a step closer t o  a 
f u t u r e  ta rge t ,  Midway. 

F o r t i f y i n g  Wake 

Named f o r  a B r i t i s h  sea captain, William Wake, who passed by in 1796, Wake 
Is land remained unclaimed f o r  another  c e n t u r y .  T h e  isolated, water less atol l  
d rew  l i t t l e  i n te res t  in i tse l f .  Distances alone helped t o  exp la in  i t s  neglect:  
2,300 miles f rom Honolulu, 1,985 miles f rom Tokyo,  and 1,510 miles f rom Guam. 
Commo. Charles Wilkes, U.S. Navy,  v i s i t ed  Wake in 1840 o n  h i s  famous voyage 
o f  explorat ion, but t h e  Un i ted  States took  l i t t l e  o the r  i n te res t  in t h e  speck o f  
land until it went  t o  war  w i t h  Spain in 1898. W i t h  t h e  acquis i t ion o f  Hawaii, 
Guam, and t h e  Phi l ippines, t h e  Un i ted  States saw t h e  importance Wake could 
have in t rans-Paci f ic  communications. 

O n  J u l y  4, 1898, U.S. A r m y  T r a n s p o r t  Thomas dropped anchor o f f  t h e  is land. 
Maj. Gen. Wesley M e r r i t t  went  asbore, claimed t h e  is land f o r  t h e  Un i ted  States, 
and ra ised t h e  Stars  and St r ipes .  L 

1. T h e  Japanese at tacked Wake o n  December 10, Hawaiian time, o r  December 
11, Wake time. Also, Wake i s  2% hours  beh ind  Hawaii. 

2 .  In 1922, Edwin H.  B ryan ,  Honolulu, d iscovered a section o f  a f lags ta f f  on  
Wilkes Is land t h a t  had "USAT THOMAS" b u r n e d  o n  it. In 1899, t h e  Navy  
landed o n  Wake and  again took formal possession. Edwin H. B ryan ,  J r . ,  
American Polynesia and t h e  Hawaiian Chain (Honolulu, 1942), p .  211; Capt .  
E. A .  Junghans, USNT'WX~, 1 5 6 8 - 1 9 4 r u  .S .  Marine Corps  Records, World 
War I I, washington National Records Center,  Suit land, MD, here ina f te r  c i ted  as 
WNRC. 



9. Major ~ibliografiical References 

See continuation sheet. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 2.600 acres 
Quadrangle name None 

UT M References Not available 

Zone Easting Northing 

None Quadrangle scale 

Zone Easting Northing 

~ I I I  l I J . 1 ~ 1  
n u  u u . --- 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

See continuation sheet. 
-- - - 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11 Form Prepared By 

name~title Erwin N. Thompson, Historian 

oraanizatioi Denver Service Center, National Park Service date May 13, 1984 

street & number 755 Parfet Street telephone (303) 234-4509 

Denver 
city or town state 

Colorado 80225 

1 2. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
- - - 

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national -- state - local 
-- 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8 s  
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in  the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Otficer signature -- 

title date 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

date 

Keeper of the National Register 

At test : date 

Chief of Registration 

U.S. GOVERNMENT P R I N T I N G  O F F I C E  : 1983 0 - 419-311 
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Less remains f rom t h e  1941 American bu i l d -up .  T h e  most impressive features 
a r e  t h r e e  la rge  re inforced-concrete,  ig loo- type magazines wh ich  p layed 
impor tan t  roles d u r i n g  t h e  fighting. A 3-inch, U.S. an t i a i r c ra f t  gun,  M3, 
1941, i s  mounted as a memorial in t h e  c iv i l ian  res ident ia l  area. T h i s  weapon i s  
bel ieved t o  b e  a ve teran o f  t h e  ba t t le  f o r  Wake. Post-war memorials inc lude a 
monument dedicated t o  U.S. Marines, a monument f o r  t h e  Japanese ga r r i son  
wh ich  was erected b y  Japan A i r  Lines, and a chapel. A l l  t h r e e  a r e  across t h e  
road f rom t h e  a i r  te rmina l -A i r  Force headquar te rs  building. 

W i l  kes Is land 

Wilkes i s  unoccupied today.  Petroleum storage tanks  s tand near  i t s  east end  
and a navigat ion beacon stands in t h e  center  o f  a la rge  cleared area a t  i t s  west 
end.  A n  incomplete entrance channel, wh ich  was be ing  dredged a t  t h e  t ime o f  
t h e  Japanese attack, almost bisects t h e  is land. T h i s  channel was be ing  
cons t ruc ted  f o r  a proposed submarine base. West o f  t h e  channel, a maze o f  
Japanese rock-wal led t renches and  r i f l e -p i t s  ( "sp ider  holes") remains near  a 
lone American an t i a i r c ra f t  gun emplacement. A similar complex is  f ound  east o f  
t h e  channel. One o r  two  ant i - tank  d i tches p ro tec t  t h e  shores. T h e  most 
po ignant  reminder o f  t h e  war  i s  a la rge  coral  bou lder  l y i n g  o n  t h e  lagoon 
beach. Carved o n  t h i s  Pr isoner  o f  War Rock i s  I1PW,5-10-43." T h e  unknown 
c a r v e r  had t o  have been one o f  98 American c iv i l ians on  Wake whom t h e  
Japanese k i l led  la te r  in 1943. 

Peale ls land 

Peale Is land i s  also unoccupied except  f o r  two  o r  t h r e e  people living near  t h e  
b r i dge .  Elsewhere o n  t h e  is land a r e  two  o r  t h r e e  beach houses, an airmen's 
open-sided beach club, an open-sided theater ,  and o the r  modest recreat ional 
fac i l i t ies.  Toward  t h e  west end i s  an abandoned U.S. Coast Guard  lo ran  
stat ion. T h e  west end i tse l f  has been set  aside as a bird sanctuary  and i s  
o f f - l im i ts .  ( A t  sunset, t h e  a i r  i s  b lack  w i t h  b i r d s  coming back  t o  land. ) 

Peale i s  covered w i t h  t h e  wreckage o f  war .  Ruins o f  t h e  Pan American hotel, 
ou tbu i ld ings ,  and c l i ppe r  p ie r ;  t h e  Navy 's  seaplane ramp and concrete a i r c r a f t  
p a r k i n g  area; and t h e  coycrete f loors  and lower walls o f  several naval a i r  
stat ion s t ruc tu res  su rv i ve .  Japanese r u i n s  o n  Peale a re  extensive.  A t  least 

2. T h e r e  i s  some confusion in of f ic ia l  records  whether  t h e  Navy  o r  Pan 
American cons t ruc ted  t h e  seaplane ramp. T h e  w r i t e r  believes t h e  Navy  d i d  t h e  
work  as p a r t  o f  i t s  naval a i r  s tat ion and t h a t  Pan American used t h e  fac i l i t y  
when it resumed operat ions in t h e  Pacif ic a f t e r  t h e  war.  
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s i x  la rge  ant i - tank  d i tches are  ex tan t .  Many i n f a n t r y  r i f l e -p i t s  remain along 
t h e  seaward shore. A few u n d e r g r o u n d  s t r u c t u r e s  ex i s t  in t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  
island, as d o  ear then revetments t h a t  once contained bui ld ings.  One ex i s t i ng  
frame bu i ld ing ,  s u n k  i n t o  t h e  ear th,  i s  possib ly  Japanese. If so, it is  a r a r e  
s u r v i v o r  inasmuch as few frame bu i l d ings  o f  Japanese const ruc t ion  remain in t h e  
Cent ra l  Pacif ic. T h e  po r t i on  o f  t h e  ocean shore in f r o n t  o f  t h e  naval a i r  
s tat ion r u i n s  on  Peale i s  p ro tec ted  by a concrete seawall. Whether it was 
cons t ruc ted  b y  Americans o r  Japanese cannot  b e  determined. I n  t h e  middle o f  
t h e  wall a p i l lbox  has been incorporated t h a t  i s  de f in i te ly  o f  Japanese design.  
O n  t h e  no r thwes t  coast o f  t h e  is land stands a huge  8- inch Japanese gun o f  
B r i t i s h  manufacture. While t h e  g u n  t u b e  is  sound, t h e  steel sh ie ld ing a round  
t h e  weapon has g rea t l y  r u s t e d  away, a test imony t o  t h e  excessive humid i t y  o f  
t rop ica l  is lands. Nearby, a la rge  ear th-covered,  concrete ammunition magazine 
may be entered.  O the r  ear then mounds in t h i s  v i c i n i t y  may conta in s t ruc tu res  
but any  entrances have been bu r ied .  Not  f a r  f rom t h e  gun,  toward  t h e  west, 
i s  a semicircular concrete blockhouse. Inscr ibed on i t s  roof,  whi le t h e  concrete 
was s t i l l  wet, i s  "10-4-42," p robab ly  t h e  w o r k  o f  another  doomed American 
c iv i l ian.  

Regret tably ,  no  physical  evidence remains o f  t h r e e  5- inch naval gun bat ter ies 
t h a t  were on Wake in 1941, one o n  each is land.  W i t h  these guns, U .S. Marines 
d r o v e  o f f  t h e  enemy's f i r s t  invasion force.  

Post-war cons t ruc t ion  has been la rge ly  res t r i c ted  t o  Wake Is land p rope r .  T h e  
U.S. Navy  occupied t h e  is land f rom 1945 t o  1947, us ing  it as a re fue l ing  stop 
f o r  t rans-Paci f ic  naval and  army t r a n s p o r t  f l i g h t s  and a weather stat ion. T h e  
Federal Av ia t ion  Adminis t rat ion (FAA)  oversaw commercial and m i l i t a ry  Pacif ic 
f l i g h t s  f rom 1947 t o  1972. D u r i n g  t h i s  per iod  many o f  t h e  modern s t r u c t u r e s  
now found  on t h e  is land were built. W i t h  t h e  i n t roduc t i on  o f  long- range j e t  
a i r c ra f t ,  Wake was no longer r e q u i r e d  as a re fue l ing  stop and t h e  FAA 
re l inqu ished i t s  fac i l i t ies t o  t h e  U.S. A i r  Force in 1972. 

Areas Recommended f o r  Nomination 

T h e  areas recommended f o r  nomination as a National H is to r ic  Landmark are: 

Peale Island. A l l  o f  Peale Is land so as t o  inc lude al l  Japanese s t ruc tu res ,  
ear thworks ,  weapons, and for t i f icat ions;  t h e  r u i n s  o f  t h e  Pan American A i rways  

3. It i s  l i ke l y  t h a t  addit ional u n d e r g r o u n d  s t ruc tu res  ex i s t  t h a t  a re  n o t  now 
discern ib le on  t h e  sur face.  T h e  Japanese enl is ted ga r r i son  o f  nea r l y  4,000 was 
housed o n  Peale. 
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establishment; and t h e  r u i n s  o f  t h e  U .S. Naval A i r  Stat ion.  Features on  Peale 
n o t  inc luded a r e  t h e  abandoned U.S. Coast Guard  Stat ion, p resent -day  
recreat ion faci l i t ies, and employee residences. 

Wilkes Island. A l l  o f  Wilkes Is land so as t o  inc lude a l l  Japanese s t ruc tu res ,  
ear thworks ,  and  for t i f icat ions;  t h e  U . S. an t i a i r c ra f t  gun emplacement; and t h e  
Pr isoner  o f  War Rock. Features on  Wilkes n o t  inc luded a re  t h e  navigat ion 
beacon and petroleum storage tanks .  

Wake I stand. A l l  areas t h a t  have Japanese s t r u c t u r e s  and  for t i f icat ions,  
i nc lud ing  command posts, blockhouses, pi l lboxes, power p lant ,  storehouses, 
magazines, a i r c r a f t  revetments, gun emplacements, r i f le -p i ts ,  and  ear thworks ;  
t h e  two memorials t o  t h e  U .S. Marines and Japanese forces; and t h e  American 
ammunition magazines. Features o n  Wake Is land n o t  inc luded a re  al l  post-war 
construct ion,  such as t h e  runway,  taxiways, a i r c r a f t  and  o the r  maintenance 
areas and bu i ld ings ,  a i r  terminal  -headquarters,  water  catchments, res ident ia l  
areas, and petroleum storage areas. 

Also recommended f o r  nomination a re  t h e  b r i d g e  and  causeway between Wake 
and  Peale islands, t h e  entrance channel between Wake and Wilkes islands, and 
t h e  un f in ished channel o n  Wilkes. Not  inc luded a re  t h e  small boat  h a r b o r  and  
t h e  causeway between Wake and Wilkes. 
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In 1923, a j o in t  sc ient i f ic  expedi t ion sponsored b y  Yale U n i v e r s i t y  and  Bishop 
Museum, Honolulu, exp lored and  cha r ted  Wake, naming t h e  t h r e e  is lands f o r  
Captain Wake, Commodore Wil kes, and  T i t i a n  Peale, who was W i l  kes'  na tura l i s t .  
Pres ident  F rank l i n  D. Roosevelt s igned a n  Execut ive O r d e r  in 1934 giving t h e  
Navy  Department ju r isd ic t ion  o v e r  t h e  is land. 

Pan American A i rways  appl ied in 1935 f o r  permission t o  establ ish a seaplane 
base a t  Wake f o r  i t s  "C l ipper "  flying boats, t h e  pioneer t rans-Paci f ic  a i r  rou te :  
San Francisco, Hawaii, Midway, Wake, Guam, Manila, and later,  Hong Kong. 
Permission granted,  a s u p p l y  sh ip  reached Wake in May 1935. Peale Is land was 
selected as t h e  base site; a one-s tory  hotel  was cons t ruc ted  ( the  f l i g h t  across 
t h e  Pacif ic t h e n  took s i x  days),  hydropon ic  vegetable gardens were established, 
and t h e  essential ra inwater  catchments were built. T h e  f i r s t  C l ipper  swooped 
i n t o  t h e  lagoon w i th in  two  months, beg inn ing  once-a-week t rans-Paci f ic  service. 

No t  until 1938 did t h e  Navy  take  a h a r d  look a t  Wake, when a board  o f  o f f i ce rs  
recommended i t s  development as an o u t l y i n g  base. Congress appropr ia ted  t h e  
funds ,  and  t h e  contractor ,  Morr 'son-Knudsen Company o f  Boise, Idaho, a r r i v e d  3 o n  t h e  is land in January  1941. B y  December, t h e  cont rac tor  had  a fo rce  o f  
1,146 c iv i l ians o n  t h e  is land and  t h e  w o r k  o f  b u i l d i n g  a naval a i r  s tat ion was 65 
pe rcen t  completed. T h e  necessary equipment and materials were o n  hand  t o  
complete cons t ruc t ion  by t h e  summer o f  1942. 

T h e  1 s t  Defense Battal ion, U .S. Marine Corps, u n d e r  Maj. James P.S. 
Devereaux, began a r r i v i n g  o n  Wake in A u g u s t  1941 and establ ished a t e n t  camp 
a t  t h e  southwest end  o f  Wake Is land (Camp One). B y  October, 15 o f f i cers  and 
373 Marines were on t h e  is land. T h e i r  days  were f i l l ed  w i t h  work :  
cons t ruc t i ng  t h e i r  own quar te rs ,  emplacing coastal and an t i a i r c ra f t  guns,  
refuel ing by hand  B - I 7  bombers en  rou te  t o  t h e  Phi l ippines, and  ac t ing  as 
stevedores when supp ly  ships a r r i ved .  T h e i r  s t r e n g t h  was augmented o n  
December 4 w i t h  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  Maj. Paul A .  Putnam's Marine F igh te r  Squadron 
211 w i t h  twe lve  F4F3 Grumman Wildcats flying in f rom c a r r i e r  USS Enterpr ise.  
Major Devereaux was superseded as is land commander o n  November 28 w i t h  t h e  
a r r i v a l  o f  Comdr. Winf ield Scot t  Cunningham, U .S. Navy, who establ ished h i s  
headquar te rs  a t  Camp Two.  Comdr. Campbell Keene, U .S. Navy, commanded 
t h e  naval  a i r  s tat ion i t se l f .  B y  December 7, 1941, Wake's populat ion amounted 
t o  o v e r  1,700 men: 

3. Morr ison-  Knudsen was a p a r t  o f  a l a rge r  conglomeration, Cont rac tors  
Pacif ic Naval A i r  Bases, wh ich  under took  cons t ruc t ion  a t  several Pacif ic is lands 
and  in Alaska a t  t h i s  time. 



NPS Form 10-900.0 
(3-82) 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number 8. Significance Page 3 

Navy  72 
A r m y  Signal detachment 6 
I s t  Mar ine Defense Bat ta l ion 379 
Marine F igh ter  Squadron 21 1 59 
Pan American (most ly f rom Guam) 70 
Contractors,  Pacif ic Naval A i r  Bases I, 146 

T h e  is land's  p r i nc ipa l  defenses consisted o f  t h r e e  bat te r ies  o f  5- inch guns  
removed f rom o ld  bat t leships.  These two-gun bat ter ies were set u p  a t  Peacock 
Point  o n  t h e  south  t i p  o f  Wake, K u k u  Point  a t  t h e  west end o f  Wilkes, and T o k i  
Point  a t  t h e  west end o f  Peale. Each is land had a b a t t e r y  o f  f o u r  3- inch 
an t i a i r c ra f t  guns,  but t h e r e  were n o t  su f f i c i en t  crews t o  man al l  these weapons. 
Twen ty - fou r  .50 cal iber  machine guns  supplemented t h e  an t i a i r c ra f t  defense, 
and  a number o f  .30 cal iber  machine g u n s  covered t h e  beaches. No rada r  had 
been instal led. T h e  men on Wake were aware o f  t h e  tense s i tuat ion in t h e  
Pacif ic as 1941 d r e w  t o  a close. A t  one point,  diplomatic protocol  caused Major 
Devereaux t o  en ter ta in  t h e  Japanese diplomat, Saburo Kurusu ,  en rou te  t o  
Washington f o r  h i s  infamous negot iat ions w i t h  t h e  Un i ted  States government .  
T h e  f i r s t  Japanese bomb fe l l  on Pearl Harbor  a t  7:55 a.m., December 7. Word 
of t h e  a t tack  reached Wake w i th in  an h o u r  and a ha l f .  Immediately, ba t t le  
stat ions were manned. Four  Wildcats were a l ready on pat ro l .  T h e  China 
C l ipper  had j u s t  l e f t  f o r  Guam, but r e t u r n e d  t o  Wake t o  vo lun teer  a search 
pat ro l .  While t h e  C l ipper  was s t i l l  o n  t h e  water, a t  11:58 a.m. ( 2 2 8  p.m. 
Hawaiian time), eighteen Japanese bombers f lew low and fas t  ove r  Wake bombing 
and s t r a f i n g  t h e  a i r f ie ld .  In a few seconds, 23 o f f i cers  and  men o f  t h e  f i g h t e r  
squadron were dead, and another  11 wounded. Seven o f  t h e  e i g h t  planes on 
t h e  g r o u n d  were destroyed,  and t h e  e igh th  was damaged. T h e  Japanese made a 
second r u n  ove r  Peale Is land hitting t h e  naval  a i r  s tat ion and Pan American 
instal lat ions, k i l l i ng  ten  c iv i l ians.  As q u i c k l y  as t h e y  had a r r i ved ,  t h e  enemy 
planes disappeared, r e t u r n i n g  t o  Roi a i r f i e l d  a t  Kwajalein Ato l l ,  720 miles away. 

O n  each o f  t h e  n e x t  two  days, 27 bombers r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  at tack.  T h e  new 
naval -c iv i l ian hospital  a t  Camp Two was des t royed and 21 men k i l led.  Two o f  
t h e  5- inch  g u n s  were damaged. A la rge  s to re  o f  dynamite a t  t h e  new channel 
o n  Wilkes was detonated. T h e  at tacks were n o t  one-sided though;  Marine p i lo ts  
shot  down t h r e e  o f  t h e  bombers. New hospitals were establ ished in two of t h e  
fou r  igloo magazines o n  t h e  east side o f  Wake. 

Jus t  a f t e r  m idn igh t  on  t h e  morn ing  o f  December 11 (December 10 in Hawaii), 
is land defenders s igh ted  f lash ing  l i gh ts  of f -shore,  ind ica t ing  t h a t  a Japanese 
task  fo rce  had a r r i ved .  A t  daybreak,  t h e  warships closed Peacock Point and, 
apparent ly  be l iev ing  t h a t  Wake had been ser iously  weakened by bombing, 
t u r n e d  t o  t h e  nor thwest ,  paral lel  t o  t h e  south shore, f ir ing and c los ing as t h e y  
proceeded. T h e  Marines he ld  t h e i r  f i r e  until t h e  vessels were w i th in  ranges of 
f rom 4,500 t o  6,000 ya rds .  W i t h i n  minutes, a Japanese des t royer  was s u n k  and 
t w o  c ru isers ,  two  destroyers,  and a t r a n s p o r t  were damaged. T h e  Japanese 
fo rce  w i thd rew f rom t h e  act ion w i t h  al l  possible speed. 
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T h e  f o u r  s u r v i v i n g  Wildcats took t o  t h e  a i r  armed w i t h  two  100-pound bombs 
and .50 cal iber  machine g u n s  each. Expend ing  t h e i r  ammunition w i t h  speed, 
t h e y  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  f i e ld  f o r  more ( two planes each managed t o  make f o u r  
sor t ies be fore  distances became too great ) .  Capt .  H e n r y  T. Elrod, USMC, who 
a l ready had two  bombers t o  h i s  credi t ,  b y  some l u c k y  chance g o t  one o f  h i s  
small bombs below t h e  decks o f  a des t royer .  $ f i r e  s ta r ted  and w i th in  thirty 
miles o f  Wake, t h e  des t roye r  blew up and sank.  

Considerably wiser  and  poorer ,  t h e  Japanese r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  naval base a t  
Kwajalein. T h e  Marines and c iv i l ians who had volunteered t o  help were 
jub i lan t .  T h e  o n l y  ser ious damage t h a t  occu r red  was t o  El rod 's  plane t h a t  had 
been hit by Japanese f i r e  and  crashed o n  landing.  Wake's a i r  power was down 
t o  t h r e e  planes and one o f  them needed i t s  engine replaced. T h e  t w o  operable 
planes soon had  t o  take  o f f  again when 18 Japanese planes bombed Peacock 
Point a t  9:45 a.m. T h i s  r a i d  was as f ru i t l ess  as t h e  task  force's,  and t h e  
Marines claimed t h r e e  down and  a "probable."  T h a t  evening, Commander 
Cunningham o rde red  a common g r a v e  prepared f o r  Wake's dead, m i l i t a ry  and  
c iv i l ian .  On t h i s  same day, Guam fe l l  t o  t h e  Japanese. 

D u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  eleven days, t h e  Japanese bombed Wake e igh t  t imes. 
Devereaux's ea r th  and  log command pos t  was b lown u p  and he  set up a new 
headquar te rs  in one o f  t h e  igloo magazines where Wake's sole remaining rad io  
repo r ted  t h e  is land's f a te  t o  t h e  outs ide wor ld .  Enemy planes systematical ly 
demolished e v e r y t h i n g  above g r o u n d  and t h e  s u r v i v o r s  q u i c k l y  learned t o  l i ve  
underg round .  O n  December 20, a n a v y  pa t ro l  bomber a r r i v e d  f rom Pearl 
Harbor  bear ing  mail and  news. For  a b r i e f  t im% rumors  spread t h a t  a task  
force f rom Pearl was coming f o r  t h e  re l ie f  o f  Wake. 

On December 21 a d 22, Japanese c a r r i e r  planes f rom S o r y u  and H i r y u  roared 
ove r  t h e  is land. 6 

Wake's defenders real ized t h i s  signaled t h e  approach o f  

4. A t  t h e  t i m e ,  Marines t h o u g h t  t h e  sh ip  was a c ru i se r .  

5. I t  was more t h a n  a rumor .  A task  fo rce  centered around c a r r i e r  USS 
Saratoga depar ted  Pearl Harbor  December 15. When t h e  Japanese landed on 
Wake in t h e i r  second assault, t h e  t a s k  fo rce  was 425 miles f rom t h e  is land. 
Even before  news o f  Wake's su r render  was received, Pearl Harbor  recal led t h e  
ships.  Samuel El iot  Morison, - T h e  Ris ing Sun  in t h e  Pacific, 1931-Apri l  1942 - - -  - 
(Boston, 1948, r e p r i n t  1982), pp .  235-252. 

6. Bo th  ca r r i e rs  had par t i c ipa ted  in t h e  a t tack  on  Pearl Harbor .  
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another  Japanese invasion force.  In t h e  second c a r r i e r  s t r i ke ,  Wake's two  
s u r v i v i n g  a i r c r a f t  took t o  t h e  a i r .  One p i l o t  was wounded b u t  managed t o  
b r i n g  h i s  damaged plane down, but it would neve r  f ly again. T h e  o the r  Mar ine 
p i l o t  did n o t  r e t u r n .  Major Putnam gathered t h e  remnants o f  h i s  a i r  f o rce  and  
repo r ted  to Major Devereaux f o r  duty as g r o u n d  t roops .  As  darkness  fe l l  o n  
Wake, t h e  defenders observed f lashes o f  light a t  sea. 

A f t e r  t h e  repulse a t  Wake, Rear Admira l  Sadamichi Kajioka had reorganized h i s  
t a s k  fo rce  a t  Kwajalein Ato l l .  For  a week t h e  enlarged fo rce  t ra ined  in land ing  
exercises. It sor t ied  o n  December 20 and proceeded t o  Wake. T h e  two  ca r r i e rs  
were a l ready  in t h e  area. A s u p p o r t  g r o u p  o f  s i x  c ru i se rs  took stat ion east o f  
Wake in t h e  even t  American forces advanced f rom Pearl Harbor .  T h e  enemy 
plan, wh ich  was realized, was t o  have land ing  c r a f t  place t roops  a t  Peacock 
Point  on  Wake Is land and  o n  t h e  south  shore o f  Wilkes w i t h  t h e  mission o f  
s i lencing t h e  5- inch g u n  bat ter ies.  Meanwhile, two  des t roye r  t ranspor t s  would 
head s t r a i g h t  f o r  t h e  ree f  o n  t h e  south  s ide o f  Wake a t  12 knots  and 
del iberate ly  beach themselves t o  ensure  t h a t  t h e  t roops  reached t h e  shore. 

A t  2:45 a.m., December 23, t h e  two  t ranspor t s  rammed t h e  ree f  and  began 
d i sgo rg ing  f rom 500 t o  800 Special Naval Land ing  Force t roops.  Facing them 
were 85 Marines, i nc lud ing  a hand fu l  o f  Mar ine airmen u n d e r  Capta in Elrod. 
T h e  Marines had emplaced a 3- inch gun near t h e  runway  and opened f i r e  on  t h e  
t ranspor ts ,  se t t i ng  them on f i r e .  Machine g u n s  along t h e  beach added t h e i r  
suppor t ,  and  t h e  5- inch guns  o n  Peale Is land f i r e d  across t h e  lagoon a t  t h e  
vessels. El rod 's  men were fo rced back t o  t h e  gun posi t ion where t h e y  he ld  o u t  
f o r  s i x  hou rs  whi le su r rounded  b y  some 200 enemy. In t h e  end, El rod was 
shot  and k i l led.  A n a v y  capta in wro te  o f  t h e  gal lant  Marine, "No one present  
con t r i bu ted  more t o  t y e  defense o f  t h e  is land t h a n  he; p robab ly  no  one 
con t r i bu ted  as much. I' A t  5: 30 a. m., Commander Cunningham radioed h i s  
famed r e p o r t  t o  Pearl Harbor ,  "Enemy has landed. Issue in doubt . "  

T h e  Japanese advanced across t h e  runway,  slowed temporar i l y  b y  machine g u n  
f i r e  but fann ing  o u t  t o  t h e  west and  east. Small pockets o f  Marines in t h e i r  
r e a r  cont inued t o  res is t .  Abou t  6:00 a.m., a g r o u p  o f  40 Marines establ ished a 
las t -d i tch  l ine  across t h e  is land in t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Devereaux's command post .  

Meanwhile on  Wil kes Island, Mar ine ar t i l l e rymen took o n  t h e  100-man Japanese 
force land ing  there .  A l though  t h e  enemy q u i c k l y  ove r ran  t h e  3- inch 
an t i a i r c ra f t  b a t t e r y ,  t h e  Marines prevented t h e  Japanese f rom expand ing  t h e i r  
beachhead. A t  dawn, countera t tack ing  f rom east and west, t h e  Marines ove r ran  

7. Junghams, "Wake," p .  12. 
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t h e  Japanese posit ion, p rac t ica l l y  ann ih i la t ing  t h e  enemy. Unfor tunate ly ,  Capt .  
W. McC. P la t t  was unable t o  contact  Devereaux b y  rad io  t o  i n fo rm him o f  t h e  
Wilkes success. Back o n  Wake, Devereaux could see Japanese f lags  flying o n  
Wilkes and  assumed t h a t  t h e  is land had been lost.  P la t t  gathered h i s  men and  
two  pr isoners  and s tar ted  f o r  Wake. 

In h i s  command post, Devereaux had lost  contact  n o t  o n l y  w i t h  W i l  kes Is land 
but w i t h  h i s  Marines a t  Peacock Point  (wh ich  apparent ly  had been o v e r r u n )  and 
Camp One. He was able t o  reach Cunningham a t  Camp Two and  called h im t o  
d iscuss t h e  s i tuat ion.  Cunningham ipformed him t h a t  he  had learned t h e r e  
would be  no re l ie f  f rom Pearl Harbor .  A t  9:00 a.m., Cunningham decided t o  
su r render  and so in formed t h e  Marines. Devereaux, armed w i t h  a wh i te  f lag, 
advanced south along t h e  road u n t i l  he  met a Japanese o f f i cer .  For  t h e  n e x t  
s i x  hours,  escorted b y  a Japanese guard ,  h e  t r u d g e d  o v e r  Wake o r d e r i n g  h i s  
d isbe l iev ing  men t o  su r render .  When h e  reached Wilkes Island, he  learned o f  
t h e  Marines'  successful  defense. 

American casualt ies f rom December 8 t o  23 were estimated a t  109 k i l led:  49 
Marines ( inc lud ing  33 f rom Squadron 211), 37 cont rac tor  civ i l ians, 13 naval 
personnel, and  10 Pan American employees. T h e  Japanese took  about  1,600 
pr isoners,  o f  whom 450 were m i l i t a ry  personnel.  Japanese losses f o r  t h e  per iod  
were estimated a t  700 k i l led  o n  land, a t  sea, and in the  a i r .  

Wake Under  t h e  Ris ina Sun  

Americans on Wake spent  a r a i n y  Christmas Day, 1941, camped in t h e  open a i r .  
T h a t  evening t h e y  moved in to  t h e  ba t te red  ba r racks  a t  Camp Two. T h e  
Japanese immediately p u t  able-bodied pr isoners  t o  w o r k  cons t ruc t i ng  
fo r t i f i ca t ions  and  improv ing  t h e  a i r f ie ld,  us ing  American heavy  equipment and 
materials. M i l i t a ry  and  t h e  impor tan t  c iv i l ian  pr isoners  were evacuated t o  China 
on January  12, 1942. A small g r o u p  o f  wounded personnel was shipped 
separately t o  Japan. On September 30, 1942, al l  remaining pr isoners  except  98 
c iv i l ians,  were t ranspor ted  t o  p r i son  camps in China. T h e  98 men reta ined on 
Wake were heavy  equipment operators whose sk i l l s  t h e  Japanese requ i red  in 
bu i l d ing  t h e  advanced base. No word  was heard  o f  these men until a f t e r  t h e  
war, when it was learned t h a t  in October  1943, fo l lowing an American c a r r i e r  

8. I t  i s  apparent  t h a t  l i t t l e  r a p p o r t  ex is ted  between t h e  two  o f f i cers .  A f t e r  
t h e  war, b o t h  wro te  books de fend ing  t h e i r  ind iv idua l  v iews concerning events  
on Wake. Cunningham was b i t t e r  when h e  learned t h a t  Devereaux and  t h e  
Marines were regarded as heroes, whi le he, t h e  is land commander, was v i r t u a l l y  
ignored.  
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s t r i ke ,  t h e  Japanese commander, Rear Adm. Shigumatsu Sakaibara, o rde red  
them shot .  T h e  k i l l i n g  took place o n  t h e  n o r t h  shore of Wake Island, possib ly  
o n  o r  near  t h e  s i te  o f  a g r o v e  o f  i ronwood t rees  today.  9 

Japan's defenses on Wake were substant ia l .  Approximate ly  65 pieces o f  a r t i l l e r y  
r a n g i n g  f rom captured American 3- inch an t i a i r c ra f t  guns  t o  8- inch coastal guns,  
were reve t ted  w i t h  coral .  Twen ty - fou r  l i g h t  t anks  were b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  is land. 
A i r c r a f t  s t r e n g t h  peaked a t  55 bombers and f i g h t e r s  in A p r i l  1943. T h e  
combined army and n a v y  ga r r i son  o n  Wake reached a tota l  o f  more t h a n  4,400, 
t h e  las t  s ign i f i can t  re inforcement  a r r i v i n g  in January  1944 j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
American invasion o f  t h e  Marshal ls.  

D u r i n g  1942, t h e  Un i ted  States pa id  re la t i ve ly  l i t t l e  a t ten t ion  t o  t h e  Japanese 
bu i l d -up  o n  Wake. In Februa ry  1943, Vice Adm. William F. Halsey, J r . ,  led an  
aerial  and naval bombardment o n  Japanese pod t i ons  . A r m y  bombers, s tag ing  
t h r o u g h  Midway, ra ided t h e  is land in June. As  1943 progressed and t h e  
Un i ted  States prepared f o r  i t s  d r i v e  t h r o u g h  t h e  Centra l  Pacific, t h e  number 
and  i n tens i t y  o f  at tacks increased. In October, a s i x - ca r r i e r  t a s k  fo rce  ca r r i ed  
o u t  a two-day  operat ion against  Wake w i t h  b o t h  c a r r i e r  and land planes 
par t i c ipa t ing .  T h i s  a t tack  succeeded in el iminat ing Japanese a i r  s t r e n g t h  o n  
t h e  is land and  des t royed n i n e t y  percent  o f  t h e  bu i ld ings .  T h e  cap tu re  o f  
Kwajalein and  Enewetok atol ls in t h e  Marshal ls in Februa ry  1944 gave t h e  
Americans addit ional bases fo r  launch ing  land planes against  t h e  is land.  B y  
ear ly  1944, an a i r  and naval blockade o f  Wake was complete. T h e  last  Japanese 
s u p p l y  sh ip  reached t h e  is land in December 1943. O n l y  an occasional submarine 
a r r i v e d  a t  Wake during t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  war .  Food suppl ies became desparate ly  
shor t .  It was estimated t h a t  1,500 men d ied  as a r e s u l t  o f  ma lnut r i t ion  b y  
A u g u s t  1945. In addit ion, t h e  Un i ted  States allowed a Japanese hospital  sh ip  t o  
remove nea r l y  1,000 malnut r i t ion  cases in J u l y  1945. 

Admira l  Sakaibara su r rendered  Wake o n  September 4, 1945, o n l y  1,240 men 
remaining in h i s  command. T h e  American decision t o  bypass t h e  is land and t o  
neutra l ize it had p roven  wise. Wake Is land prepared t o  resume i t s  ro le  in 
t rans-Paci f ic  t ranspor ta t ion  and  communications. 

9. Admira l  Sakaibara was executed o n  Guam in June 1947. 

10. A r m y  bombers had attempted ear l ie r  t h a t  month t o  bomb Wake, b u t  were 
unable t o  find it. Maj. Gen. Clarence L. T inke r ,  commanding general, Seventh 
A i r  Force, and h i s  plane disappeared in t h e  Pacif ic o n  t h i s  f l i g h t .  



NPS Form 10-900-a 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number 9. i b l i o g r a ~ h ~  Page 2 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Bryan ,  Edwin H., J r .  American Polynesia -- and t h e  Hawaiian Chain.  Tongg  
Pub l ish ing  Company, 1942. 

Car te r ,  K i t  C. and Mueller, Robert .  Combat Chronology, 1941 -1945. T h e  
A r m y  A i r  Forces In World War I I .  Washington: U .S. Government P r i n t i n g  
Office, 1973. 

Cohen, Stan. Enemy o n  ls land.  Issue in Doubt,  The Cap tu re  o f  Wake Island, -- ---- --- 
December - 1941. Missoula: Pictor ial  Histor ies, 1983. 

Cunningham, W. Scot t .  -- Wake Is land Command. Boston: L i t t le ,  Brown,  1961. 

Devereaux, James P.S. - T h e  S t o r y  o f  Wake Is land.  New Y o r k :  J .B.  - - - 
Lippincot t ,  1947. 

Hough, F r a n k  0. T h e  ls land War, T h e  Un i ted  States Mar ine Corps  t h e  - 
Pacific. Philadelphia: J . B. L ippincot t ,  1947. 

; Ludwig,  Ver le E. ; and Shaw, H e n r y  I .  - Pearl Harbo r  t o  Guadacanal . 
H is to ry  o f  U .S. Mar ine Corps  Operat ions in World w a r  I I ,  vo l .  1. 
Washington: U . S. Government P r i n t i n g  Off ice, 1958. 

Howard, C l ive  and Whitley, Joe. - One Damned Is land A f t e r  Another ,  T h e  Saga -- 
o f  t h e  Seventh A i r  Force in World War I I .  Washington: Zenger, 1979. - -  ------ 

Morison, Samuel Eliot. Aleut ians, Gi lber ts ,  - and Marshalls, -- June 1942-Apri l  
1944. H i s t o r y  o f  Un i ted  States Naval Operat ions in World War II, vo l .  7. - 
Boston: L i t t le ,  Brown,  1951, r e p r i n t  1975. 

. - T h e  Ris ing Sun  in t h e  Pacific, 1931-Apri l  1942. H i s t o r y  of Un i ted  - - -  - - 
States Naval Operat ions in World War II, vo l .  3. Boston: L i t t le ,  Brown,  
1948, r e p r i n t  1982. 

Schultz,  Duane. - Wake -1 Is land - T h e  Heroic, Gal lant F igh t .  New York :  S t .  
Mart in 's  Press, 1978. 

U .S. A i r  Force. Detachment 4, 15th A i r  Base Wing, Wake Is land.  Histor ica l  
File. 



NPS Form 10-000.a OM6 No. 1024-0018 
(3-82) Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet item number 9. Bibliography Page 3 

U.S. Mar ine Corps.  Capt .  Winfield S. Cunningham t o  Commandant, U.S. 
Mar ine Corps,  October 8, 1948; Col. James P.S. Devereaux, "Wake Is land 
Report,  Marine Detachment, F i r s t  Defense Battal ion, I' ca. March 1946; 
Commander, Marshal ls-Gi lber ts  Area t o  C-in-C, U . S. Pacif ic Fleet and  
Pacif ic Ocean Areas (Pearl), September 13, 1945; Capt.  E .A .  Junghans, 
USN, "Wake, 1568-1946;" L t .  John Hamas t o  L t .  Col. James P.S. 
Devereaux, "Repor t  on What Happened and What Each Of f i cer  D i d  O n  Wake 
Island," October 12, 1945, al l  in U .S. Mar ine Corps  World War I I Records, 
Washington National Records Center,  Suit land, MD. 

U . S. S t ra teg ic  Bombing S u r v e y  (Pacif ic). In te r rogat ions  - o f  Japanese Off ic ials,  
vo l .  72.2. Naval Analys is  Division, [1946]. 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
@=) 

OMB No. 1024- 0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number 10. Geographical Data Page 2 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

T h e  boundary  i s  t h e  ou te r  edge o f  t h e  ree f  t h a t  su r rounds  Wake Is land so as t o  
inc lude t h e  reef,  t h e  t h r e e  islands, and t h e  lagoon. T h i s  boundary  
encompasses al l  American and  Japanese s t ruc tures ,  ear thworks ,  for t i f icat ions,  
and  weapons t h a t  a re  found  ove r  al l  o f  t h e  t h r e e  is lands f rom t h e  per iod  1941 
t o  1945. I t  inc ludes t h e  ree f  where Japanese forces landed. I t  also includes 
t h e  land areas on Wilkes and  Wake where f i g h t i n g  occu r red  and t h e  land area 
o n  Peale where Japanese enl is ted men were garr isoned.  

A l l  pos t -war  developments, whi le w i th in  t h i s  boundary ,  do  n o t  con t r i bu te  t o  t h e  
signif icance o f  Wake's World War I I h i s t o r y  and a r e  exempted. 








